nN 
lI 








ARS LONG A, 


 —— 


— 


Se Fe, At 


ee 


_ PITA BREVIS. 


x! W \\ aes Va 
EGY NG 


=) 


{ 
is, -) p> } 

‘ 4il 
4\ as 


7 


f S) ipo e 


yy 


" 


EDITED BY SEVERAL PHYSICIANS. 








VOL. I. 


PHILADELPHIA, THURSDAY, JULY 22, 1824. 


No. 6. 





rom | 





MEASLES. 

-Tue experiments and observations 
of Dr. Home on theinoculation for the 
measles are so little known amongst us, 
that we are persuaded, many physicians 
are not even acquainted with the fact 
that such attempts have ever been made. 
—They are highly interesting, and come 
from a source entitled to credit.—At any 
rate, we apprehend, although some have 
ventured to deny the truth of his asser- 
tions, that their opposition originates 
more from theoretical notions than from 
any practical experience on their own 
part; and we believe it is justly due to 
the memory of Dr. Home; that repeated 
trials should be made on this point, in 
order fully to confirm or te destroy his 
allegations. It is easy to say the thing is 


| not so, and thus cut the knot which 


ought carefully to be untied;—but until 

Dr. H. shall be shown to be a less able 

experimenter than those who have op- 

posed him; or to have been deficient in 

that veracity which is the chief beauty 
6 ; 
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of medical writings; we shall not hesi- 
tate to give full credit to what he has 
stated on his own authority. 

Scepticism might with equal propriety 
affirm that inoculation for small-pox or 
vaccine could not be effectual, but repeat- 
ed trials fortunately have confirmed the 
fact; why therefore, in a disease, some- 
what related to them, should not a simi- 
lar result ensue? A few negative ex- 
periments are not sufficient to overturn 
the positive ones advanced by Dr. Home; 
and we yet hope tosee the system of mor- 
billous inoculation as extensively and 
successfully pursued, as that for small- 
pox or vaccine. 

But the following extract will prove 
that success has attended the attempts of 
others to produce the measles by inocu - 
lation. 


“JT inoculated about the same time three 
children with the fluid contained in these vesi- 
cles, but no effect was produced by the inocu- 
lation. A similar trial at the Inoculation Hos- 
pital proved more successful. Richard Brookes, 
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aged eighteen, was inoculated by Mr. Wach- 
sell, with fluid from the miliary vesicles in 
measles, and with vaccine virus, January 6, 
1800. On the 10th there was some redness 
and elevation of the cuticle at both the inocu- 
lated places, 15th. The redness round the part 
where the lymph of the measles was inserted 
had disappeared, while the vaccine pock was 
vivid. 18th. The vacine disease was over. 
22d. He had severe cough, sneezing, and 
watery eyes, with cold shiverings and fainting. 
28th. The measles appeared; his eyes were in- 
flamed, and the lids swollen. 29th. The efflor- 
escence was diffused all over the surface of the 
body; frequent cough; violent fever. Feb. 1, 
Efflorescence disappeared; cough and fever 
much abated. From that time he recovered gra- 
dually, and was dismissed in health on the 12th 
of February.”—Med. & Phys. Jour. 14. p. 363. 

Before we come to Dr. Home’s experi- 
ments we shall give a short extract from 
‘‘a treatise on febrile diseases” by Dr. 
A. P. Wilson, vol. 2. 1800, in which 
more importance is given to them, than 
usually has been the case. 

‘“‘The great success which attended inoculation 
for the small-pox,” Dr. Wilson observes, “ in- 
duced many to believe that similar advantage 
might be expected from it in the measles. The 
very prevalent opinion of its being received in 
the natural way by the lungs, and the lungs be- 
ing the chief seat of danger in this disease, 
seemed rather to strengthen the opinion. Dr. 
Home, of Edinburgh, however, was the first 
who actually made the experiment. 

“ He met with some difficulty from the mea- 
sles not forming matter, and his not being able 
to collect a sufficient quantity of broken cuti- 
cle, at the time of desquamation, to produce 
the disease. “I then applied,” he observes, 
“ directly to the magazine of all epidemic dis- 
eases, the blood.”” He chose the blood when 
the eruption began to decline in patients who 
also a considerable degree of fever. He had or- 
dered it to be taken from the most superficial cu- 
taneous veins where the eruption was thickest. 

‘¢ While the blood came slowly from a slight 
incision, it was received upon cotton, and on 
an incision being made on each arm of the 
person to be inoculated, the cotton, as soon as 
possible after it had received the blood, was 
applied over these incisions, and kept upon 
them, with a considerable degree of pressure. 
He also used the precaution of allowing the 
incisions of those to be inoculated, to bleed for 
some time before the cotton was applied, that 
the fresh blood might not wash away, or too 
much dilute the morbillous matter. The cot- 
ton was permitted to remain on the part for 
three days. How far all these precautions are 
necessary to the success of the operation has 
net been determined. 
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“ Dr. Home inoculated ten or twelve patients 
in this way, in whom the operation succeeded 
equal to his hopes. The eruptive fever gen. 
erally commenced six days after inoculation, 
and the symptoms of the complaint were mild. 
er than they generally are in the casual mea. 
sles. The fever was less severe, the cough 
either milder or wholly absent, the inflamma. 
tion of the eyes was trifling; they watered, 
however, as much, and the sneezing was as fre. 
quent, as in the casual measles; nor did bad 
consequences follow any case of inoculated 
measles; no affection of the breast remaining 
after it. The chief difference between the 
casual and inoculated measles seemed to be, 
the absence of any pulmonic affection at al] 
periods of the latter. 

Dr. Home now regarded it as ascertained, that 
the natural measles are received by the lungs, 
and that on this circumstance depends the dan, 
ger of the disease. He wished, however, to 
ascertain the symptoms of the complaint when 
evidently received by thelungs. He therefore 
put a piece of cotton, which had remained in 
the nose of a patient .under measles, into that 
ofa healthy child, making him breathe through 
the infected cotton. The experiment, al- 
though repeated, did not succeed in inducing 
the disease. Nor, itis evident, if successful, 
would this experiment have decided the 
question whether or not the casual measles are 
received by the lungs. Dr. Home’s experi- 
ments have not met with the attention they 
deserve. In scrofulous habits, particularly, it 
would certainly be worth while to try his mode 
of inoculation. If a more extensive experi- 
ence prove it capable of producing the effects 
ascribed to it, it will certainly be an improve- 
ment of considerable importance.””—Med. and 
Chir. Rev. 7. p. 375. 


We may also state, that Dr. J. Cook, 
duly accrediting the importance and 
truth of Dr. Home’s remarks, so far back 
as 1767 strongly recommended the prac- 
tice, in the Gentleman’s Magazine for 
that year, vol. 37. p. 163.—A mass of evi- 
dence is consequently here given, which 
cannot be set aside by mere assertion; 
but requires the only sure testimony, that 
of repeated experiments, to prove its fal- 
lacy, if such it can be deemed. 

We should not think it necessary to 
introduce Dr. Home’s experiments, &c. 
after what has been stated, did we not 
deem them worthy of circulation, both 
as matter of curiosity, and as an act of 
justice to his medical character. 

( To be continued.) _ 
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VITAL PRINCIPLE. 


A strong proof of the existence of a vital 
principle every where diffused throughout the 
body, may be deduced from the re-wnion of parts, 


after being completely separated.—For a bong. 


time, the possibility of such an event, had been 
considered impossible; numerous cases have 
nevertheless been latterly introduced into our 
journals in evidence of its truth; but although 
scarcely now denied, it is perhaps regarded as 
a novelty in the annals of medicine. The fol- 
lowing statement of a case from Phioravant’s 
‘ three exact pieces” &c. published in 1652, will 
shew that it was not unnoticed nearly 200 years 
ago. 

a Of the cure of one that had his nose cut 
off, and set on again.—p. 55. 

‘s6In that time when I was in Africa, there 
happened a strange circumstance, and that was 
thus. 

“ A certain gentleman, a Spaniard, that was 
called /1 Seggnior Andreas Gertiero, of the age 
of 29 years, upon atime walked in the field, 
and fell at words with a souldier, and began to 
draw; the souldier seeing that, struck him with 
the left hand, and cut off his nose, and there it 
fell down in the sand, then I happened to stand 
by and took it up, and p d thereon to 
wash away the sand, and stiched it on again ve- 
try close, and dressed it with our Balsamo ar- 
tificiato, and bound it up, and so let it remain 
eight days, thinking that it would have come to 
matter: neverthelesse, when I did unbind it, I 
found it fast conglutinated, and then I dressed 
it only once more, and he was perfectly whole, 
so that all Naples did marvell thereat, as is well 
known, for the said Sig. Andrea doth live yet, 
and can testifie the same.”’ 

I have somewhere read that the celebrated 
Mr. Pryn had his ears cropped at the pillory, 
but had them stitched together, and they grew. 
He was, however, cropped a second time, and 
to this allusion is made in Butler’s Hudibras, 2. 
p. 281, as asserted in a note by his editor Grey. 
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ON THE DANGER OF FARLY BURIALS. 
No. 4. 


We promised in our last number to 
introduce the particular case of the Rev. 
Wm. Tennent, as connected with the 
present subject —After much informa- 
tion respecting him, which is no way in- 
teresting to us in our immediate object, 
the writer of his life goes on to state, 


that, 

“‘ His intense application affected his health, 
and brought on a pain in his breast and a slight 
hectic. He soon became emaciated, and at 
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length was like a living skeleton. His life was 
now threatened. He grew worse and worse, 
till little hope of life was left. In this situation 
his spirits failed him, and he began to obtain 
doubts of his final happiness. He was convers- 
ing one morning with his brother, in Latin, on 
the state of his soul, when he fainted and died 
away. After the usual time, he wasedaid out 
on a board, according to the common practice 
of the country, and the neighbourhood were 
invited to attend his funeral, on the next day. 
In the evening his physician and friend return- 
ed from aride into the country, and was afflict- 
ed beyond measure at the news of his death. 
He could not be persuaded that it was certain; 
and on being told that one of the persons who 
had assisted in laying out the body, thought 
he had observed a little tremor of the flesh, 
under the arm, although the body was cold 
and stiff, he endeavoured to ascertain the fact, 
He first put his own hand into warm water, to 
make it as sensible as possible, and then felt 
under the arm and at the heart, and affirmed 
that he felt an unusua] warmth, though no one 
else could. He had the body restored to a 
warm bed, and insisted that the people who 
had been invited to the funeral should be re- 
quested not to attend. To this the brother 
objected, as absurd; the eyes being sunk, the 
lips discoloured, and the whole body cold and 
stiff. However, the doctor finally prevailed, 
and all probable means were used to discover 
symptoms of returning life, But the third day 
arrived, and no hopes were entertained of suc- 
cess, but by the doctor, who never left him, 
night or day. The people were again invited, 
and assembled to attend the funeral. The doc; 
tor still objected, and at last confined his re- 
quest for delay to one hour, then to half an 
hour, and finally to a quarter ofan hour. He 
had discovered that the tongue was much swol- 
len and threatened to crack. He was endea- 
vouring to soften it by some emollient oint- 
ment, put upon it witha feather, when the 
brother came in, about the expiration of the 
last period, and mistaking what the doctor was 
doing for an attempt to feed him, manifested 
some resentment, and, in a spirited tone, said, 
<¢ It is shameful to be feeding a lifeless corpse;’” 
and insisted, with earnestness, that the funeral 
should immediately proceed. At this critical 
and important moment, the body, to the great 
alarm and astonishment of all present, opened 
its eyes, gave a dreadful groan, and sunk again 
into apparent death. This put an end to all 
thoughts of burying him; and every effort was 
again employed in hopes of bringing about 4 
speedy resuscitation. In about an hour, the 
eyes opened, a heavy groan proceeded from 
the body, and again all appearance of ‘anima- 
tion vanished. {fn another hour, life seemed to 
return with more power, and a complete revi- 
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val took place, to the great joy of the family 
and friends, and to the no small astonishment 
and conviction of very many who had been ri- 
diculing the idea of restoring to life a dead 
body. | 

“Mr. T. continued in so weak and low a state 
for six weeks, that great doubts were enter- 
tained of his final recovery. After that period 
he recovered much faster, but it was about a 
twelve-month before he was completely restor- 
ed.” : 

On the 27th ult. a little girl near Quebec, 
who had been sick some days, lost every sign of 
life and motion, and was supposed to be dead. 
Owing to the indigent circumstances of the pa- 
rents, the interment did not take place on the 
day intended, and in twenty-four hours after- 
wards, signs of life were discovered. She con- 
tinued in that state ten days, when she actually 
expired.—From the American Daily Advertiser, 
March 21, 1823. 





COMMUNICATION. 

Mr. Editor,—You have very justly reprehend- 
ed the practice of misnaming, or improperly 
naming the various forms of disease that enter 
into the weekly bills issued by the Board of 
Health. Permit me to offera suggestion on 
this subject, calculated, as I think, to produce 
some good moral results to the community at 
large, for whom, as well as for doctors, your 
Register is designed. Ifa man cuts his throat 
or hangs himself, the bill calls the affair Suz- 
cide; if he falls into the river accidentally, or 
gets in a paroxysm of rage and casts himself in, 
so as to be killed by the act, it is termed in both 
cases, Drowned; if he by habitual intoxication, 
terminates his career, it is called Drunkenness, 
provided the individual be poor, but if rich it is 
dignified with the title of Laver Complaint, 
Dropsy, or something of that sort. 

Now Sir, I object to all this, and suggest the 
propriety of tellmg the truth. If it must be so, 
let suicide appear in large characters in the 
weekly bills (though by the bye suicide is a 
queer sort of disease, ) but let care be taken to 
include all the species of that class, thus: 

Suicide by hanging 1, by cutting the throat 1, 
by intentional drowning 1, by drunkenness—and 
as many other varieties as human depravity can 
furnish. In this way, the public would be ap- 
prised of the fact, that our Boards of Health re- 
garded drunkenness, that parent of curses, as 
suicide, whenever it destroyed life. I might 
go more into detail on this subject, but trust 
that enough has been said to show its import- 
ance. M. 


pcp We are indebted to our corres- 


pondent for the above remarks, and 
most sincerely wish that Physicians 


viewing the subject in the same light, 


JESCULAPIAN REGISTER. 


would sanction fully the proposed plan, 
as perhaps better adapted, than an 

other, to check the horrid crime of self- 
destruction. History informs us that 
nothing but a sense of shame arrest- 
ed the vestal virgins of Rome from a si- 
milar resolution; and as all reasonin 

seems lost on the man resolved on death, 
let us try if the stigma of holding him up 
in our public prints, as cowardly desert- 
ing the post assigned him by the Almighty, 
will not have some influence in checking 
this fatal delusion, which leads an un- 
happy wretch in order to escape a mo- 
mentary evil, to plunge into eternity to 
the hazard of his eternal happiness. ! 


BOSTON MEDICAL INTELLIGENCER. 

We have received two of the late num- 
bers of this paper, and in one of them we 
remark a notice of the Atsculapian Re- 
gister, (we presume, for the name is not 
so much as mentioned.) The writer com- 
mences with wishing us “ such patronage 
as we merit;” from the tenor of his sub- 
sequent critique, we cannot but consider 
this wish for our success as rather side- 
long and equivocal—we however return 
our profound acknowledgments. 

We regret that our vignette should 
have been an object of such terror to a 
medical man: sacred as an emblem of our 
profession, we should have thought a ser- 
pent would have met with more favour 
from our fellow labourers! Had it indeed 
been the effigy of the snake lately noticed 
in the south as having one hundred and 
fifty rattles, there might have been some 
well grounded cause of alarm. Had we 
imagined the one affixed, so obnoxious, we 
might have selected the viper in its stead. 
To this assuredly no objection could have 
been raised, since it was for centuries the 
object of medical devotion in almost every 
form. As we fear we cannot so far ac- 
commodate our friend as to change, we 
trust that by this time his sensibility has 
recovered from the shock occasioned by 
the “ frightful rattle-snake” which he 
thinks so “ unpleasant.” 

The next offence is from our motto— 
it should have been in “ Greek.” Had we 
conceived that on the first appearance of 
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the Register, we should have been called 
on for a Greek salutation, we might have 
complied, but we cannot imagine that all 
our readers are, like the editor of the 
Boston Medical Intelligencer,—as learn- 
ed as the immortal Hudibras, who 

*tis known could speak Greek 

As naturally as pigs squeal:. 

The Latin too is “ incorrect’—who the 
editor of the Boston Medical Intelligen- 
cer is, we know not, but we should be 
glad to know wherein consists the error. 
De Gorter, who is, we believe, pretty 
good authority, is our guide. If it is not 
that we have adopted for the sake of eu- 
phony the now usual practice of placing 
the “ars longa” before the “ vita brevis,” 
we confess we are at a loss; the magni- 
tude of the offence, and the importance 
of the criticism are about upon a par! 

But to speak serious] y;—we would that 
our friend, since he is so fond of taking 
exception, finding fault, and giving ad- 
vice, had not been so trifling in his criti- 
cism; it appears indeed rather captivus, 
and we regret that the editor of a paper, 
such as the Boston Medical Intelligencer 
ene to be, should not, at least, have 

ad more regard to the nature of his re- 
marks;—we are more sorry than hurt at 
his conduct, the more so, since his work 
bespeaks both talents and industry. 

The * alterations and improvements” 
alluded to, he considers as “ essential” 
to our welfare, and decides, that if we do 
not mark him and adopt his suggestions, 
(which he gives “ purely for our own ad- 
vantage”) “the vita brevis of our mot- 
to will be speedily exemplified in the pa- 
per itself.” We will not say how far his 
wishes may in this instance have prompt- 
ed the prophecy—and for fear of becom- 
ing ill-natured ourselves, we will here 
drop the subject. We wish not to enter 
into any dispute with our medical breth- 
rens;—we consider such things wholly im- 
proper in papers like ours;—and we trust 
that this will end here, and that we shall 
have no further occasion to make remarks 
of this description. Let our strife be who 
shall do the most good to the public at 


large, and not who shall do most harm to 
each other. 
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ANIMAL MAGNETISM. 
No. 3. 

The faculty of medicine thought themselves 

degraded by his publication, and resolved that 
he should forfeit for a whole year his vote in 
the assembly, and that if at the end of this 
time he did not repent, he should be erased 
rom the list of members; this however 
had no effect on him. They both continued 
their exertions, and Mesmer who appeared to . 
be about leaving France was advised by the 
queen to remain. At length d’Eslon sepa- 
rated from his master, thinking himself 
able to continue alone the magnetic cures, 
This caused the greatest enmity between them, 
and Mesmer disgusted went to Spain. He 
soon however returned and established a mage 
netic school of 40 persons (4 physicians) who 
each paid 100 louis to learn the art, and prom. 
ised to observe a religious silence. ‘These 
were soon followed by 55 others on the 
same conditions; the society took the name of 
Ordre de Harmonie, and were constituted af- 
ter the rites of the Free-masons. 

Mesmer now established a magnetic trough, 
half filled with sulphurous water, adorned 
with a lid, and traversed by bent blades of 
iron, which served as conductors of the ani- 
mal magnetism. To each of these blades was 
attached a hoop, which the patients placed on 
some part of their body: they all sat in a cire 
cle round the trough, and put their feet on a 
cushion of straw; they also often formed a 
chain by holding mutually by the thumb and 
fore-finger. In the hall was a piano which 
was occasionally played. His and d’Eslon’s 
troughs were much frequented, and it is said 
Mesmer gained in a.short time 400,000 francs. 

Count de Gebelin, censor royal and perpetu- 
al president of the Museum of Paris, apparent- 
ly cured by Mesmer, extolled him highly, and 
said he could work miracles. He happened 
it is true to die while under treatment, but 
this was explained so satisfactorily, that it did 
him no injury. 

Several committees were appointed in 1784 
by order of the king to examine more par- 
ticularly into the subject. Franklin was one 
of those on the part of the academy of sciences, 
but being valetudinary, attended very little to 
it. They were often magnetised, but asserted 
they never felt the slightest sensation; children 
too felt nothing, and they thence concluded 
that it was all an effect of the imagination. 
As d’Eslon pretended that magnetised trees 
act upon patients in the same way as the 
trough, they conducted a young man, with his 
eyes bound, toa tree not magnetised, but 
which he thought was so, and he really fell 
into magnetic crises. They conclude by say- 
ing, that animal magnetism is a chimera, and 
that the cures are always suspicious, and some- 
times even dangerous. 
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Jussieu, one of the committee from the 
Royal Society of medicine, and whom the mag- 
netisers state to have been the most patient 
and careful observer, was rather favourable to 
the doctrine. Among others, he says, a blind 
woman who was seated at the end of the 
trough, approached with the region of the 
stomach, a blade of iron, and was seized with 
a well pronounced agitation, wh.ch ceased as 
soon as she removed, and re-appéared when 
she again approached. He finally concludes, 
that effectively, a fluid does escape from the 
body, which acts upon others, and which per- 
sons whose nerves are delicate feel in prefer- 
ence to all others. , 


( To be continued._) 


—_— 
CHOLERA! 


The utility of country air in Cholera 
Infantum, or the summer complaint of 
children, from which our children have 
already begun to suffer, being now so 
universally granted, it should be borne 
in mind by physicians, parents, and 
others, that a long journey, or expensive 
travelling. is not absolutely necessary to 
the fulfilment of the desired end; indeed, 
a mere change of air, seems, in many 
cases, all that is requisite as is apparent 
from the recoveries which take place in 
those patients who remove from the 
country to the city. Philadelphia exjoys 
many facilities for effecting this change 
without inconvenience, loss of time, or 
expense; much good has arisen from a 
day’s ride to, and sojourn at German- 
town, Frankford, &c.; and even repairing 
for a few hours without the immediate 
precincts of the city, is not without ad- 
vantage: but we know of none more ef- 
fectual or agreeable than crossing the 
river in one of the numerous boats which 
ply constantly throughout the day be- 
tween this and Camden, remaining there 
till the cool of evening, and then return- 
ing. An improvement indeed is often 
visible before the little sufferers reach the 
opposite shore, evinced by the brightened 
eye. the more erect head, and playful 
humour. As sosimple a means of relief, 
then, is thus within our reach, let us avail 
ourselves of it, and thereby save our- 
selves and children much anxiety and 
suffering. 
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ON UNIFORMITY IN BINDING OF MEDICAL BOGKs, 


It is presumable the Physician acquires 
a library for use, and not for mere parade 
and ystentation. We speak now particu- 
larly of books connected with his profes- 
sion.—If so, why are they so frequently 
habited in such splendid trappings, as al- 
most to preclude the free enjoyment of 
their contents.—Our friends of the bar, 
have long set us an example of an uni- 
formity of binding in their volumes, which, 
whilst it at once distinguishes them from 
every other description of literature, is 
at the same time, plain and decent: why 
should not our profession have a specific 
binding for their books, which should 
equally distinguish a medical from every 
other work! 

For ourselves, we have for some years 
past selected for our professional books, 
a plam half binding, with black corners 
and backs, of calf. The names on mo- 
rocco of different colours, red, green, blue 
or yellow. 

It is strong. and sufficiently handsome; 
and if generally approved of, might soon 
be made the livery of medicine. It serves 
at once to distinguish our medical from 
other books, and is of that cheapness, 
that we are not afraid of injury or dirt. 
We submit these ideas to the considera- 
tion of our medical brethren, and should 
any other uniform be considered better, 
shall not object to change. 


i 


COMMUNICATION. 
Gentlemen.—If the following fact is worthy 
your notice, it is at your service for the Hscu- 
lapian Register. Fonticulus. 
Some years ago, I had occasion to make an 
issue in the right leg of a woman, in hopes of 
its aiding in the cure of some old ulcers of that 
extremity.—The limb was much swelled, and 
the skin so tense, as to prevent the appearance 
of the veins. Anxious to avoid the V. Saphe- 
na, [ examined it attentively; but being unable 
to distinguish it, I made a small incision with a 
lancet, in some measure at random. I however 
cut the vein, which, without any ligature, dis- 
charged a torrent of blood. I suffered about 
12 ounces to flow, and then secured the orifice 
with lint and a bandage, giving up any further 
idea of an issue, until the wound had _ healed 
up.—The woman, however, next day, finding 
the bleeding completely stopped, and the ort- 
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fice still open, put in a pea of her own accord, 
which caused no pain or bleeding; and in the 
course of two or three days, an issue was com- 
pletely established. 


ee ee 


QUESTIONS. 

18. What is the cause of the difference of 
climate in countries situated in the same parallel] 
of latitude? 

Confining ourselves to Europe and America, 
what a vast difference do we perceive: on this 
side of the Atlantic, colder winters, warmer 
summers, a drier atmosphere, and clearer sky! 
Js it owing, as some have supposed, to our ex- 
tensive forests, our immense lakes, and the ex- 
tent of uncultivated land; that from Mine to 
Virginia, our cities, all much lower on the scale 
of latitude than any in England, are far more 
rigorously dealt with in winter than these! (If 
so, why!) Andare we to attribute to her being 
surrounded with water, England’s superiority 
in fogs, clouds and rain, (all islands we believe 
are not so blessed!) 

The Sun has been known in England to 
withhold his cheering beams for many weeks 
together,—as was the case in one of the visits 
of our countryman Franklin, who upon his re- 
appearance doffed his beaver from respect and 
joy at again seeing an old friend. We hear 
too a great deal about the delightful climate of 
Paris; if by this is meant the weather, that 
which is called ‘* falling’ is by no means so 
unpopular as one might think. 

But to revert to the question:—If, cxteris 
paribus all countries in the same degree of la- 
titude should have like climates, then in this 
the cxtera are not paria. : 

Now whence this difference? or in what does 
it consist? 

——i> + Ga 
VARIETY. 

1767, January 24,—* One Patrick Redmond 
having been condemned at Cork, in Ireland, to 
be hanged fora street robbery, he was accord- 
ingly executed, and hung upwards of twenty- 
eight minutes, when the mob carried off the 
body to a place appointed, where he was, after 
five or six hours, actually recovered by a surge- 
on, who made the incision in his wind-pipe, 
called Bronchotomy, which produced the de- 
sired effect. The poor fellow has since re- 
ceived his pardon.”—Gent. Mag. v. 37. p. 90. 


In Vol. 38, p. 616, of the same work, is a 
long-account of one Ambrose Gwinnett, who was 
executed for a murder that was never committed; 
he was brought to life again, and escaped into a 
foreign country, where he lived many years; 
until he accidentally met with the man for 
whose supposed murder he had been hung. 

An interesting deduction may be undoubted- 
ly drawn from a knowledge. of these facts, viz. 
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—the importance of long continued exertions 
to secure success in asphyxia from any cause; 
too often, content with half an hour, an hour or 
two perhaps, we leave the unfortunate patient 
to his fate, when probably on the point of a 
happy issue to our exertions!—Another de- 
duction of as great importance, is, perhaps, the 
influence of bronchotomy, in a case of asphyxia 
of less probable success than that from drowning. 


The following account of the discove- 
ry of a drowned body, is very gravely 
given in the Gent. Mag. above adverted 
to, p- 189—under the head_of the Histo- 
rical Chronicle.!! 

‘‘ The body was discovered by a very singu- 
lar experiment, (((P singular indeed, and 
unique, for we presume it will never occur 
again)—which was as follows:—--After diligent 
search had been made in the river for the child, 
to no purpose, a two-penny loaf, with a quan- 
tity of Quicksilver put into it, was set floating 
from the place where the child, it was supposed, 
had fallen in, which steered its course down the 
river upwards of half a mile, before a great 
number of spectators, when the body happen- 
ing to lay on the contrary side of the river, the 
loaf suddenly tacked about, and swam across the 
river, and gradually sunk near the child, when 
both the child and loaf were immediately brought 
up with grablers ready for that purpose.” 


D> See 
UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA. 


The Committee of the Trustees, appointed to 
distribute the tickets of gratuitous admission to 
the course of Medical Lectures which will be- 
gin in November next, agreeably to the foun- 
dation established by the Medical Faculty, give 
notice, that applications in writing, under seal, 
addressed to the above named committee, to 
the care of the Secretary of the University of 
Pennsylvania, may be made at any time before 
the first Monday of September next. 

It is required that each application be ac- 
accompanied by a respectable testimonial of 
the good character of the applicant, and of his 
being in such restricted circumstances as enti- 
tle him to the benefit of this foundation. It 
must also appear that he has attained the age 
of eighteen years, is possessed of sufficient lite- 
rary acquirements, and of studious habits. 

On the first Monday of September next, the 
committee will open and decide on the applica- 
tions, and immediately give notice to the suc- 
cessful applicants, and return to the others their 
applications and testimonials, their names not 
to be disclosed by the committee. 

BENJAMIN CHEW, 
WM. MEREDITH, 
JAMES GIBSON, 
Committee of the Trustees. 
May 29, 1824. 
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COMMUNICATION. 

Mr. Editor,—In Dr. Eberle’s New Medical 
Journal, notice is given of the use of Sulphate of 
Quinine in large doses, by a foreign practitioner, 
in such a way as to induce the belief that such 
doses were novel. I am able, however, to state, 
that quite as large portions have been frequent- 
ly exhibited in the vicinity of Philadelphia, and 
with the happiest results. I have in a number 
of instances, where I had but little time for the 
favourable exhibition of the remedy, given ten 

ins in the course: of three hours. Toa deli- 
cate little girl of about ten years of age, I re- 
cently gave six grains in the course of one hour, 
and with the best success, no untoward symptom 
supervening. 

Two reasons have operated to elicit these re- 
marks:—first, a desire that medical men may be 
assured of the safety of the remedy in large 
doses; and secondly, that we may enjoy the cre- 
dit, if any there be, of being as enterprising in 
the use of the Sulphate, as an. of our distant 
medical brethren. 

I am, with respect, 
THOS. D. MITCHELL. 

Frankford, July 14, 1824. 


We publish the preceeding commu- 
nication from Dr. T. D. Mitchell, from a 
wish, as much as in us lies, to extend the 
knowledge of the perfect safety of so val- 
uable a remedy as the Sulphate of Qui- 
nine.—We cannot, however, doubt the 
fact to have been long familiarto our me- 
dical brethren, since scarcely a journal of 
England or France, appeared without a 
reference to it. So far back as July, 
1821, it had been given in doses of six to 
eight grains repeatedly through the day, 
—and since that period many other 
instances are recorded: yet, although 
safe, such doses, it is to be remembered 
are not often necessary; and personal ex- 
side must probably decide the rela- 

ive doses that individual cases may re- 
quire. 
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' NECROLOGY, JULY. 


Philadelphia.—Samuel Conover, M. D.— 
Et. 58. ; 

New- York.—Dr. Benj. Marshall, Ht. 53.— 
Dr. Nehemiah Gregory, t. 47. 

West field.—Dr. Nathaniel Thayer, /Et. 64. 

Mobile.—Dr. J. Roberts, #£t. 30. 
err (Mass.)—Dr. Amos Currier, Et. 
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Weekly deaths in Boston, ending July 10th 
Health Office, 12. i 


gc The same general fault in regard 
to Medical Nomenclature seems to exist 
in the reports of all the Health offices we 
have seen. : In that of Boston, for in. 
stance, we have Lung-fever, stoppage in 
the bowels, canker - hs Sowelar &c— 
What are these? 














METEOROLOGY, JULY, 1824. 
o THERMOMETER. 

; é Walnut st. 
Northern Dispen- £ Alms-house § 7th & 8th 
sary. $ = hall. é Mean of 
é 2 Th. out. 
9,;1243 $7|2\7 § 6|3 10 
i| 76 | 80 | 82 $77) 82| 823 75| 85| 74 
2; 72 | 80 | 82 $77) 86) 81 § 69] 83) 74 
3, 77 | 82 | 85 477) 82] 82 3 72) 85) 74 
4 71 | 74| 78 %69| 75| 763 66| 76) 69 
5| 72 | 74177 $731 76| 763 67] 75| 66 
6 72 | 77 | 80 ¢73) 77| 80 * 68) 82] 73 
7 77 | 83 | 86 276| 83] 82 - 72 86] 74 
8 73 | 78 | 82 $75] 80] 81 § 69] 81| 75 
9 77 | 83 | 87 $77| 83| 84 § 73| 87| 77 
10 80] 85 | 88 479) 85) 80? 75| 8st 72 
11, 73 | 77 | 80 $72] 78| 79 $ 68] 791 72 
12 73 | 79179 373| 78| 77 § 70| 76| 69 
13 72 | 73 | 75 $72] 77| 77 § 67| 73| 71 
14 72 | 72 | 76 $72! 74|-76 : 69} 73] 72 
15,75 | 78 | 82 $76 79] 78 § 71] 811 71 




















The Thermometrical observations being al- 
ways suspended by the Board of Health on Sun- 
day, we have preferred giving them from ano- 
ther source. 


= asaity & dibsemnene 


* .* Subscribers to the Hsculapian Register, 
are respectfully requested to acquaint the Pub- 
lisher, ‘should any irregularity occur in the de- 
livery of their papers. A box for commu- 
nications, addressed to the editors of the Hs- 
culapian Register, will be kept at Mr. Desil- 
ver’s store, No. 110, Walnut-street. 
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